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LEGAL & INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT OF BUSINESS

I. Course Objectives

• To define international business and describe how it differs from domestic business
• To explain why companies engage in international business and why its growth has 

accelerated
• To recognize different modes a company can use to accomplish its global objectives
• To describe the role social science disciplines play in understanding the environment 

of international business
• To identify the primary patterns for companies' international expansion
• To describe the major countervailing forces that affect international business
• To analyze the different types of legal, political and economical systems influencing 

international business
• To describe country differences in labor policies and practices
• To have an introductory knowledge of U.S. legal concepts
• To see how these concepts apply in a business environment
• To compare and contrast the U.S. legal system with other major legal systems around 

the world.

II. Program of Study

A. Lectures will be presented by the Lecturer on various aspects of international and 
legal environment of business.  Study assignments will be made from the texts, 
International Business: The Challenge of Globalization (4th edition), by Wild, 
Wild and Han, and Business Law, published by McGraw-Hill/Irwin. Students are 
expected to read, study and be responsible for the assigned chapters according to 
the attached class schedule.

B. Reading will be supplemental by recent articles appearing in current news 
magazines and publications, and questions at the end of assigned chapters.  Class 
discussion will include the assigned reading materials, handed-out articles and 
questions at the end of assigned reading.

C. Case studies for will be assigned to students for group presentations.  Each group 
will do one case study, and each group will do no more than one case study.  
Otherwise stated, there will be one case study per group, and only one case study 
per group for the class.  The case studies are drawn from real business situations, 
which involve issues covered in the course.  The cases will be used to reinforce 
concepts and methods of international management.  A group of four to five 
students will be assigned a single case study.  The group should introduce the case 
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company, identify the problems and answer the questions of the case.  The goal is 
to present a possible solution of the problem in a maximum 20 minute oral 
presentation and in a written paper (maximum 10 pages).  Criteria for evaluation 
will include quality of the content, application of the course concepts from class 
discussions, and thoroughness of the underlying research.  Students are expected 
to read each case to be presented and to participate in its discussion in class.

III. Examinations.

There will be 3 examinations during the semester, and no final examination.  The third 
examination, over the material dealing with legal concepts, will be a take-home 
examination, handed out on Tuesday November 20, 2007, and due no later than Tuesday, 
December 11, 2007, at the time and date of scheduled for the final examination.  
Additional information concerning the take-home examination will be provided when the 
take-home examination is handed out.

IV. Basis for Course Grade

Grading of examinations and case studies will be based on the following percentages:

A = 93 - 100%; A- = 90 - 92.99%; B+ = 87 – 89.99%; B – 83 – 86.99%; 
B- = 80 – 82.99%; C+ = 77 – 79.99%; C – 73 – 76.99%; C- = 70 – 72.99%;
D+ = 67 – 69.99%; D = 63 – 66.99%; D- = 60 – 62.99%; F + 59.99% and below.

The course grade will be based upon the following components:

Examinations  Weight
Exam I 25%
Exam II 25%
Exam III (Take Home) 25%

Class Projects
Case Study Presentation and Paper 20%

Class Attendance and Participation 5%
100%

V. Class Attendance and Participation

Attendance at the class is not mandatory.  Due to subject of course material, class 
attendance and active class participation are an integral part of the learning experience.  
There is an overall correlation (not a perfect correlation, but a trend, over time) between 
class attendance and class performance.  Roll will be taken.  To have the potential of 
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earning all five (5) attendance/participation points, no more than four sessions (there are 
two sessions per date of class) of class at which roll is taken may be missed.  If you are 
unable or unwilling to regularly attend class due to work commitments, family 
responsibilities, duties as an officer or member of a student organization or other extra-
curricular student activity, or lack of interest, you may wish to consider withdrawing 
from the course.

VI. Cheating

Cheating will not be tolerated.  No credit will be given to any student for any 
examination in which his/her answers appear to be copied from another.  No credit will 
be given for any case study to which the student is assigned, but in which he/she did not 
actually participate.

VII. Grade Appeals

A copy of the Student Grade Appeal procedure is on file and can be obtained from the 
Secretary in the B.A. Division office, Room 334, of the Bloch School.

VIII. ADA Policy

If you have any questions, disability or desire accommodations under the Americans with 
Disability Act, please contact the office of Disabled Student Service, 235-1083.

IX. Channels of Communications

The Lecturer is an adjunct lecturer, without an assigned office in the Bloch School.  He is 
available for face-to-face consultation before and after each scheduled class, and also by 
appointment.  Any additional instructions to class members will be handed out in class, in 
hard copy form, and also posted on the UMKC, Bloch School, Student Blackboard.  The 
Lecturer is also available by telephone or email, as follows:

A. E-mail:  rhiatt@stinson.com

B. Telephone:  (816) 691-3373.

Class members are required to provide on a continuing basis during the class a current 
email address to the Lecturer, to permit the Lecturer to communicate electronically with 
the class member.




